If you were blind, what would it feel like to

i...%

of deafness? Or to play golf'

regain your sight? Or to hear the birds afier years
when you thought youd never walk agaia? Just ask Stuart Kerry;

F@'ﬂ’ arroll or Gary Riley, who have all reclaimed a missing part of heir world. By Cfmre Buckis.

Some kind of ©

miracle

"Lise your eyes as if tomarow you would be
slricken bind. Hear the musk: of voicas, the song
of the bird, Htva mighty strains of an orchasira, as if
you would be sinchan deal tomomow. Touch sach
abject you want to touch as i famomow your tactie
sense would fml, Smell the perfume of fowirs, tasle
with relfiah @ach morsad, s if lamorow vou coukd
rever srmel and taste again, Make ths most of avery
sansey giory in ail the facels of plassure and bealty
which the world reveals fo you, " = Heken Keey,
“Throe Days To See”, Atlantic Monthly, 7933

A different tune

Whaent Fans Yarroll got hes hearing back last year,
nathing could heve prepaned her for the lartling
crchestra of domestic nolses she would exparnce,
*I want and Mushed ths toliet,” she says, “and

I thought, “What was that?' Deafening!”

Thex 47 -year-okd senice-desk operafions manager
had preparad harsalf for hearing trafic notses, birds,
music and speech but not tha whoks word of
her house. *| went to do the dishes and | filed up the
Kitchan sink with water. The waler was $6 foisy;
it wis like Miagara Falls. 1'd never heard It befona,

1 dlidin® even knoe it mades nolse.”

Yarroll was born with sensodneural hearing lass,
@ herediary condition that damages the hair colis of
iha inner ear, Hearing aids allowsd her to hear the
basics of speech but sha missed out on 1he subtier
sounds, such as the rise and fall of musical notes or
ther fium of & washing maching, “There are so many
sounds that other people take for granted but | didn't
exan know what they wens,” she Sy *| naver had an
appreciation for music because | couldn't undenstand
it, I | was out with a group having a conversation,
| eouldn't hear about 80 par cent of what was being
said. So | missed out on alot,”

‘Whan Yarroll was 25, a skiing accident left her
completaly deal in her right ear, She was stil abée 1o
communicate by lp reading, using hearing aids and

by concentrating strongly on the scunds she could
haar. But in har 40s, a side offect from medication
In her lah ear.

“It was depressing, | hadn’t had much hearing
bafon that but it was all | had," she says. “ff was
affecting ma most at wark, 'va got a ot of stal,
Pedple start to ignore you because you don't hear,
Every diay, yOu coma hame axdaustod becasse
you've gat 10 strain to ksten and you've got 10
lip resad, you've got 1o cbsanve.”

Ehe began to sefously confemplate giving up
wiork altogethern, untl 8 woman working at the
hearing-aid centre sugpested she would be a good
candidate for a cochlear implant, After passing a
series of 1eats, Yarmoll had the Thionic ear” implantad
in her right ear in March last year,

She had to wait 1hreo weeks after the opetation
fear the scar tssue 10 heal bafore she was ready 1o
awilch on the implant. 1 had nothing 10 lose = | was
already profoundly deaf,® she says, The first person
to apeak 1o hee was her brother, Robert. SHa said,
‘Wall, what's It sound like?" And | said, "Robbee the
rabotl” because it was very robotic-sounding o start
with, Your brain has to learn how 10 process the new
way of heaning and that takes time.”

Marroll was abilo 10 haar things she had never
axpenienced before. T had been waiting all my e to
Pear birds in the trees, So | went cutside looking for
tharm. All I'd wanted to hear were the birds. And
| could hear thaml Now there’s a kookaburra outsida
my office, which |love 1o hear”

Gradualy, the noise threshoids of her implants
wiore increasaed to aliow Yamoll 1o hear subtier
sourds. “When peopla talll about the computer
mcus, they smy 'One cick” or 'Dodbla click” but
| dicdn't know thiat the mouse actually cicked, that it
macke a ‘chck” sound, There were other things — the
inécators in 1he car. And buttring bresd. It dossn'l
miake much of a sobnd but it does make one.”

Yarrodl can turn off har implant any time she wants
silance — a handy faature for sleeping, And the

implant automalically reduces th volume in nolsy
shopping centres and restaurants o ghe's never
bombarded with noisa. But Yamall relishes all noisas,
aven the annoving ones, = would rathes have that
than not have anything.”

Bhe's retained some useful skills from being deat,
nciuding excedant eyesight and lip reading. “If I'm on
a bus or on public iransport somewhsns, | never gat
borad becatse | can watch evervone's conversations.”

Her biggeat regrol is not gatting the iImpiants
earfier. °| had to waif until somecns suggesied
cochisar implants to me,” she saye. =1 could have
benefited from ita kot earkes, W gheen e my haanng
back, s geean me my confidence back. its gvon
me my ke back,”

One small step

In 19457, Gary Ry was told he would probably nover
walk again. But tha business manager dacided to
renew his goll club membership anyway, *Living in
hope,” he says,

Rikery, than 44, had just been promaoted to state
manager within @ major ol company when a
whitewater rafting accident — which was part of a
company team-Duliding eocss — kinked an areny’
i1 e pack and latt him paralysed on his el side. 1
was the same result a8 having a sfroke,” he saya,

"1 couldn wall, | coukdn't swalow, the wholo Bst,
Tha whole left side was affected,”

At first Riley thought he would be back at work
within a fow monthe = until the father of ihree began
1o reakse that his io had pormanently changed.
Evan simple tasks such as walking and driving wena
going 1o lake vears of rehabditation. For the first slx
mionths, he couldn't even roll over in hs hospital bed.
s mesmony and concentration wens affected = ha
would get confused when family and friends cama to
wizd becaise he couldn’t rememiber when ha had
last gean them.

His wite, Eva, quit her job as a secratany to cans tor
her husbiand, Thia coupla want from Bng on two =
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