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Roma likes to give lip

EQEL ERIKSSON

IF talking is net vour problem but
hearing is. there s help al Pen-
nant Hills.

Betzer Hearing Australia offers
classes at the Community Health
Cantre 1o help people experiencing
hearing loss master lip-reading,

T weekly classes are hald hy
volunteer BEoma Wood, who has
been tooching Lpreoding For 25
Veals

“1 find it very satislving to be
able to tecch sach an important
communication skill,” she sa'd.

She also teaches pecple how to
manapge hearing loss and pives
advice cneguipment such as hear-
ing s=ids.

Mas Wood first experienced hear-
ing loss at the zge of five.

She said naer hearing deterio-
rated “ioirly quickly™ during hor
teenage years and her ability to
read lins proved inmvahiable =t
school.

Despite receiving a cochlear
implant 15 years agn and a seeond
one this year, Ms Wood sald lip-
reading was still a tool she used
every diy.

U1 dor 't think people realise how
impeortant it is,” she said. I have
miy coctlaar bmpdants bhot T siil
need my lip-reading skills.”

She said mastering the skill
could take anything from montis
tc sawerzl] years depending on the
person's ability to implerment it
intc their lifestyle.

“We tasch them how to see and
read specch movoments and make
it inte a coramunication skill, Hut

r
T

it is then up to the person to adjust
what taeyv have lsarred to thair
life. Scme peoplr ocap: quickly,
otll'n;:r people find it hard,” she
SHN.

s Wood kelieves being able to
Lip-read could prevent siluations
of peopls with a hearing loss
feeling left out of conversations,

“Ir ean be quite hurtfal 1o ask
poop.c to ropeat semething ond
them sayving, ‘Oh, it deesn't mai-

er’,” she said. “But we can't
hlame ocher people. Hearing loss
15 yeur problem and 1t 15 up to yvou
o learn how to cops with it”

She sajd atending the classes
wos also a good way of mecting
people in the same sifuation.

The weekly classes are held at
Pormant [ills Community Health
Cenlre svery Tiesslay.

Inguiries: Rocma Wood on
9744 0167,

Roema Wood with lip-
reading students lan
Wiliameg, Don Evans
Doreen Standard and

Ursula Goesshing.




